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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn:: (Scripture Reading: Galatians 1:6-9)
A. Over the past few months, a man named Mitt Romney has risen to the forefront of Republican politics.
1. It is very possible that he becomes the next president of the U.S.A. He has been questioned and
criticized often, but the one fact that likely interests us most is that he is a Mormon.
2. If he does become the Republican nominee, we can be certain his faith will become much more of
a central issue. Many don’t know what Mormons believe and others find them strange.
3. Even NBC “Meet The Press” interviewed Mitt Romney and questioned him about the past position
of the Mormon church about black people (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ek_jkwGg3I)
4. As we hear more and more about Mormonism, we will have questions about what they believe
and practice. Perhaps too this will create opportunities for us to talk with them and others.
B. So the Mormon Church – Who are they? Where did they come from? What do they believe? And, most
important, how do they line up against the word of God?
C. Note: References for the book of Mormon are in blue while references to the Bible are in red.
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A. The Background And Overview Of The Mormon Church:
1. Their history: How this church went from the alleged visions of one man, Joseph Smith, to a church that
today claims 14.1 million members worldwide (http://lds.about.com/od/mormons/a/church_membership.htm):
a. Joseph Smith, Jr. was born in 1805 in Sharon, VT. At 11 his family moved to Palmyra, NY. They
religious, but didn’t know which church they wanted to join. In 1820, he went to the woods
to pray and allegedly the God & Jesus appeared and told him not to join any of the churches.
He was told they were all corrupt and had abominable doctrines. (Note: He was 14 yrs old)
b. September 21, 1823: An angel named Moroni appeared to him and told him God had a great plan
for him. He was told of a book inscribed upon gold plates. This book traced the history of
two ancient groups of people who lived in America before the Indians. There were also “two
stones in silver bows” called the Urim & Thummim with the plates to be used for translating.
c. 1827: Had had been told the plates were buried in a nearby hill (Cumorah). He was to go there
every year at the same time. In the fourth year he was told to dig up and translate them.
d. 1829: Smith and a friend Oliver Cowdery go to the woods to pray. John the Baptist appears to
them and places upon both of them the priesthood of Aaron. They begin to prophesy and
they say that they finally begin to understand the real meaning of the Scriptures
e. 1830: Book of Mormon is completed and put up for sale in the Palmyra Bookstore
f. April 6, 1830: In Fayette, NY, The Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints is organized with six
members. Smith & Cowdery ordained each other as elders. Grew to 40 members in 1 month
g. 1831: Church moved to Kirtland, Ohio. A temple was built in 1836. While here, Smith created a
second book called “Doctrine And Covenants” and began a revision of the KJV Bible.
h. The church relocates to Independence, Missouri. Smith receives a revelation and declares that to
be “the land of promise and the place for this city of Zion.” They are opposed by the locals
and move north and settle a place called Far West, Missouri. More trouble arises and the
state militia intervenes. Mormons are imprisoned, but they escape and move to Quincy, Ill.

i. 1839: Smith renames Quincy “Nauvoo” (beautiful place). He creates a militia called “The Nauvoo
Legion.” They start building a temple & evangelize heavily (The Four Major Cults, Hoekema, pg. 14)
j. 1844: The Nauvoo Expositor paper publishes anti-Mormon material. Smith orders his men to
destroy the Expositor’s press and burn all the copies of the paper. Smith gets arrested and
taken to Carthage, Illinois. On June 27 a mob attacked the jail. Smith had been smuggled in
a pistol and killed two of the men and injured a third. Smith & his brother Hyrum are killed.
k. After Smith’s death Brigham Young and Sidney Rigdon (had been influenced by Alexander
Campbell at one time) both wanted to take over as “guardian.” Brigham Young gets the
approval of their Apostle’s Council and Rigdon departs the movement (Ibid, page 14-15).
l. 1846: Illinois told the Mormons to move. They pack up and head west, unsure of where they
would settle. They loved the area of Salt Lake Valley, Utah and settled Salt Lake City.
m. Other major dates and events since that time:
- 1843 – Smith publicly announces that he received a revelation authorizing plural marriages.
He calls it a “new and everlasting covenant” (Section 132 of Doctrine and Covenants)
- 1890 – The Mormon church rescinds their teaching about polygamy. It’s no longer
practiced by the main group of Mormons (some off shoots still practice it today)
- 1918 – Joseph F. Smith gets a revelation about this redemption of the dead. This involved
the practice of the baptism of the dead… a practice announced by Joseph Smith in
1840. (D&C 138 - http://www.lds.org/scriptures/history-maps/chronology?lang=eng)
- 1978 – Blacks allowed into the priesthood of the Mormon church for the first time.
Note: Much of this early history can be found in “The Pearl of Great Price” by Joseph Smith
2. To help us understand them, let’s consider The organization and structure of the Mormon church:
a. Articles Of Faith Number 6: “We believe in the same organization that existed in the Primitive
Church, namely, apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, and so forth.” (Joseph Smith)
b. On what we would call “The Universal Church” (except it doesn’t include the spiritual realm)
st

1) They have 15 apostles. The first three form “The First Presidency” – The President of the Mormon church, 1 &
nd
2 Counselor (www.mormonnewsroom.org/topic/organizational-structure-of-the-church)
st
2) The remaining twelve form “The Quorum Of The Twelve” – They assist the 1 Presidency in decision making,
they travel the world, and they oversee the church. They see this as the New Testament Pattern (Ibid.)
3) Then there is the Seventy – These are basically servants assisting the 12 Apostles throughout the word. There
are groups of Seventies, so the name is not reflective of the total number in it (Ibid.)

c. On the local church level – The Mormon church refers to local churches as “Wards”
1) Over every “ward” is a bishop who looks out for the local church. A group of “wards” is called a “Stake” (like a
tent stake) and a President presides over each one (Ibid.)

2) In a ward 12-13 year old boys are called Deacons, 14-15 year old boys are called Teachers, 16-17 year old boys
are called Priests, 18-19 year old boys are called Elders (Chat Live With A Mormon, Ryan, mormon.org)

3. The Mormon church is a living & dynamic religion… In other words, it is constantly changing & updating:
a. The Mormon church believes in continual prophecy. That God speaks to us today through men
just as He did during Biblical days. The 1st President of the Mormon church is the prophet for
the church (http://mormon.org/faq/#Prophets). They see the President as infallible.
b. One of the most famous cases of “change” is their position on Poligamy:
1) In 1843 Joseph Smith declared he received a revelation authorizing plural marriages. He referred to it as a
“new and everlasting covenant” (Doctrines & Covenants Section 132)
2) Interestingly, in the introduction of Doctrines and Covenants it says that the doctrines and principles of this
covenant had been known to Joseph Smith since 1831 – Yet he calls it a “new” covenant?
3) In 1890, the Mormon President Wilford Woodruff allegedly received a revelation that the Mormon leaders
should cease teaching this practice. Today, plural marriage is grounds for excommunication, the most
serious penalty imposed by the church (http://mormon.org/faq/#Polygamy)

4) Quote: “The Prophet Joseph Smith and those closest to him, including Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball,
were challenged by this command, but they obeyed it” (Ibid.). – They paint it as a burden to them!

c. Another time the rules were changed was concerning minority races:
1) 1947: "From the days of the Prophet Joseph even until now, it has been the doctrine of the Church, never
questioned by any of the Church leaders, that the Negroes are not entitled to the full blessings of
the Gospel" (Letter from the First Presidency - http://utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech10a.htm)
2) There are two parts of this: (1) They believe blacks are the “spirit people” who were in Heaven who sided with
Lucifer when he revolted after the idea of Jesus was accepted over his own idea (2) Being black is the
mark of Cain preserved in the flood by Ham’s wife, Egyptus, who was black
3) The book of Mormon teaches that a dark skinned person can become light skinned if they are good enough!
 "And he had caused the cursing to come upon them, yea, even a sore cursing, because of their
iniquity. For behold, they had hardened their hearts against him, and they had become like
unto a flint; wherefore, as they were white, and exceedingly fair and delightsome, that they
might not be enticing unto my people the Lord God did cause a skin of blackness to come
upon them” (2 Nephi 5:21)
 "their curse was taken from them, and their skin became white like unto the Nephites” (3 Nph 2:15)
 In 1981 some uses of the word “white” was changed to “pure” – This came on the heels of changing
their doctrine about blacks. Yet they say the book of Mormon is a perfect translation!
4) President Brigham Young (1859): "You may inquire of the intelligent of the world whether they can tell why the
aborigines of this country are dark, loathsome, ignorant, and sunken into the depths of degradation
...When the Lord has a people, he makes covenants with them and gives unto them promises: then, if
they transgress his law, change his ordinances, and break his covenants he has made with them, he will
put a mark upon them, as in the case of the Lamanites and other portions of the house of Israel; but byand-by they will become a white and delightsome people" (Journal of Discourses 7:336).
5) 1978: Blacks admitted into priesthood (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92L4LHcT75s&feature=related)
6) Quote: “Every faithful, worthy man in the Church may receive the holy priesthood, with power to exercise its
divine authority, and enjoy with his loved ones every blessing that flows therefrom, including the
blessings of the temple… all worthy male members of the Church may be ordained to the priesthood
without regard for race or color… We believe… that many hands make light work. We have a lay
priesthood, and every worthy man is eligible to receive this priesthood.” (Notice the emphasis upon
“lay priesthood” – what about Apostleship & Presidency?) (http://mormon.org/faq/#Race)

d. The book of Mormon has undergone many changes – some have counted as many as 3,913
changes! These are not minor changes as we see in translations of the Bible, but major
changes that impact doctrine & practice (http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/3913intro.htm).
There have been many changes that amount to locking the barn after the horse gets out!
e. They rely heavily upon feelings: “I say unto you, that you must study it out in your own mind; then
you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will cause that your bosom shall burn within
you; therefore, you shall feel that it is right. But if it be not right you shall have no such
feelings, but you shall have a stupor of thought that shall cause you to forget the thing which
is wrong…” (Doctrines and Covenants, 9:8)
3. One thing unique to the Mormon church is the Book of Mormon published by Joseph Smith in 1830:
a. Remember that the book of Mormon was revealed by an angel named Moroni to Joseph Smith.
b. The book of Mormon exists because, as it professes, the Bible has been corrupted.
1) “After the book (the Bible) hath gone forth through the hands of the great and abominable church… there are
many plain and precious things taken away from the book.” (1 Nephi 13:28)
2) Thou fool, that shall say: A Bible, we have got a bible, and we need no more Bible… and because I have spoken
one word ye need not suppose that I cannot speak another… Wherefore, because that ye have a Bible
ye need not suppose that it contains all my words; neither need ye suppose that I have not caused more
to be written.” (2 Nephi 29:6, 9, 10)

c. This book contains the history of two groups of people who migrated to America – The Jaredites
and a group descended Manasseh:
1) The Jaredites came to America after the Tower of Babel and destroyed themselves in 600 BC

2) Those from Manasseh split into two groups – The Nephites and the Lamanites. The Nephites were righteous
and the Lamanites were wicked (thus dark skinned). The Nephites were destroyed by the Lamanites.
The American Indians are said to be descendents of the Lamanites
3) The golden plates were buried by Moroni, the son of Mormon, the last of the Nephites – he died in AD 421. He
took the original history of the Nephites, started by Nephi, and abridged them and added to them. At
death he became an angel & revealed their location to Smith (The Four Major Cults, Hoekema, pg 27)

d. The book of Mormon was supposedly written in “Reformed Egyptian” – Only Joseph Smith was
able to translate them using the special stones provided. After the translation, Smith says
the angel took the plates away, so you can’t check it (http://utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech5a.htm)
- Why was the book of Mormon written in Reformed Egyptian? God has always chosen to record His words using
the languages of the people of that day. Nephi was supposedly a Jew who lived in 600-400BC. He
would’ve spoken Hebrew! (The Four Major Cults, Hoekema, page 77).

e. The angel told Smith to show the tablets to three witnesses. He chose to show them to 8 more
witnesses. Of these witnesses, most were close friends & family. Even among them there was
doubt. Also, their character was not always trustworthy (http://utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech5a.htm)
- To our great grief, however, we soon found that Satan had been lying in wait to deceive,... Brother Hiram Page
had in his possession a certain stone, by which he obtained certain "revelations" ... all of which were entirely at
variance with the order of God's house, ... the Whitmer family and Oliver Cowdery, were believing much in the
things set forth by this stone, we thought best to inquire of the Lord concerning so important a matter ... (History
of the Church, by Joseph Smith, vol. 1, pp. 109-10). (Ibid.)

f. The book of Mormon contains many errors. Whereas the discoveries of our history has only
served to further the reliability of the Bible, it only casts more doubt upon the book of Mormon:
1) It speaks of the presence of wheat, horses, chariots, cows, elephants, silk, linen, money pieces of gold and
silver, and steel. None of these existed in America in the pre-Columbian period… before the Spaniards.
2) “It can be stated definitely that there is no connection between the archeology of the New World and the
subject matter of the Book of Mormon. There is no correspondence whatever between archeological
sites and cultures as revealed by scientific investigations and as recorded in the Book of Mormon, hence
the book cannot be regarded as having any historical value (F. H. Roberts, Jr., Smithsonian Institute,
http://utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech5c.htm)

g. “Many of the basic historical notions found in the Book of Mormon had appeared in print already
in 1825, just two years before Smith began producing the Book of Mormon, in a book called
View of the Hebrews, by Ethan Smith (no relation) and published just a few miles from where
Joseph Smith lived. A careful study of this obscure book led one LDS church official (the
historian B. H. Roberts, 1857-1933) to confess that the evidence tended to show that the
Book of Mormon was not an ancient record, but concocted by Joseph Smith himself, based
on ideas he had read in the earlier book.” (http://www.exmormon.org/tract2.htm)
- “View of The Hebrews” Link: http://www.irr.org/mit/view-of-the-hebrews-intro.html
4. The Book of Mormon is not the only “extra” book they use for teaching and practice. There are other
books and documents that really form the basis of their more peculiar beliefs and practices:
a. Doctrines And Covenants: The Doctrine and Covenants is a collection of divine revelations and
inspired declarations given for the establishment and regulation of the kingdom of God on the
earth in the last days (http://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/introduction?lang=eng)
1) The first 135 Sections contain Joseph Smith’s revelations from 1832-1844. Section 136 is a revelation from
Brigham Young in 1847. Section 138 is by President Joseph F. Smith in 1918.
2) It also contains two declarations: (1) The Manifesto, in 1890, declared
the end of polygamy (2) A declaration
that ended the ban against dark skinned people from serving in the lay
priesthood in 1978.
3) This book from which many of their unique teachings and practices originate.

b. Pearl Of Great Price: Contains the book of Moses, the book of Abraham, the Prophet Joseph
Smith‘s inspired translation of Matthew chapter 24, and some writings of the Prophet
Joseph Smith. This too contains many of the unique teachings and practices of the church.
c. Journal Of Discourses – This is a 26 Volume compilation of sermons from Mormon Presidents and
Apostles that cover a span of 35 years… It’s a source of teaching and study for all Mormons.
d. The Mormon church does use the Bible, but only the KJV. They also use it with a qualifier…
1) “We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of
Mormon to be the word of God.” (Articles of Faith, number 8)
2) Joseph Smith did produce a “translation” of the KJV – This was not a translation but a revision. Smith claimed it
was an inspired revision. It is called “The Inspired Version.” - Smith’s wife refused to give it to Brigham
Young at his death and instead gave it to the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints.
Today, the Mormon church won’t use it even though Joseph Smith created it!
(http://utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech12b.htm#383)

5. One of the major problems the Mormon church has to deal with (or just ignore) is the suspicious character
of Joseph Smith, Jr… The one who is their founder and their greatest prophet:
a. Early on we see inconsistencies in his decisions – Remember in 1820 he was supposedly told by
God not to join any of the churches, that they were all corrupt. Yet in 1828 he tried to join
the Methodist church. He didn’t last long as they decided he was unfit for membership.
- They reported: “We thought it was a disgrace to the church to have a practicing necromancer, a
dealer in enchantments and bleeding ghosts, in it... his occupation, habits, and moral character were at
variance with the discipline” (http://utlm.org/onlineresources/josephsmithmethodist.htm)

b. Joseph Smith was known as “The Glass Looker” – He was a known treasure hunter and a fraud:
1) A “Glass Looker” is a person who looks into a crystal ball or a stone to see into the future or to see into the
spirit world. Joseph Smith was put on trial and in 1826 in Bainbridge, NY for defrauding Josiah Stowell, a
wealthy farmer, by acting as a glass looker. There are court records to prove this!

2) Joseph Smith had a “looking stone” that he put in his hat and claimed that it led him to buried treasures and
lost property. He started this, by his own confession, in 1823. He found “the plates” in 1823 as well.
His fraudulent practices discredits the Mormon faith! (http://utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech4.htm)

3) For a long time Mormons denied the existence of this trial & his magical superstitions. They even said if they
were proven to exist, they would prove Mormonism to be false. “if such a court record confession
could be identified and proved, then it follows that his believers must deny his claimed divine guidance
which led them to follow him.... How could he be a prophet of God, the leader of the Restored Church…
if he had been the superstitious fraud which 'the pages from a book' declared he confessed to be? (Ibid)

4) In 1971 the court records from this trial were discovered, proving it to have truly taken place as described.
Joseph Smith was tried and found guilty of defrauding people by being a “Glass Looker” (Ibid.)
5) Isaac Hale, Joseph Smith’s father-in-law, recounted how Smith interpreted the plates: “I was informed they
had brought a wonderful book of Plates down with them.... The manner in which he pretended to read
and interpret, was the same as when he looked for the money-diggers, with the stone in his hat, and his
hat over his face, while the Book of Plates were at the same time hid in the woods! (Affidavit of Isaac
Hale, as printed in the Susquehanna Register, May 1, 1834) (Ibid.)

c. A good Mormon faithfully follows a book called “Words of Wisdom” – failure to follow it can result
in being banned from the temple and ultimately the Celestial Kingdom. It’s the document that
bans things like drinking coffee, tea, and alcohol. Yet, hear from Joseph Smith about his own life:
1) “…Called at the office and drank a glass of wine with Sister Jenetta Richards, made by her mother in England”
(History Of The Church, vol. 5, pg. 380, http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech18.htm#469)

2) "The guard wanted some wine. Joseph gave Dr. Richards two dollars to give the guard; ... The guard
immediately sent for a bottle of wine, pipes, and two small papers of tobacco; ... Dr. Richards uncorked
the bottle, and presented a glass to Joseph, who tasted, as brother Taylor and the doctor, and the bottle
was then given to the guard, who turned to go out" (Ibid - History of the Church, vol. 6, p. 616).

3) Originally “The History Of The Church” recorded Joseph Smith asking “Brother Markam” to get Apostle Willard
Richards a pipe and some tobacco. The Mormon church later changed this to “medicine.” (Ibid.)

4) They conveniently left out the part of Joseph Smith saying he “drank a glass of beer at the Moessers.” (Ibid.)
5) While Joseph Smith was mayor of Nauvoo he authorized the sale of liquor! “Ordinance on the Personal Sale of
Liquors: Section 1. Be it ordained by the City Council of Nauvoo, that the Mayor of the city be and is
hereby authorized to sell or give spirits of any quantity as he in his wisdom shall judge to be for the
health and comfort or convenience of such travelers or other persons as shall visit his house from time
to time. Passed December 12, 1843. Joseph Smith, Mayor. Willard Richards, Recorder. (History of the
Church, vol. 6, p. 111). (Ibid.)
6) Joseph Smith’s own son records his father creating a fully equipped tavern bar in their home for guests.
Smith’s wife said, “I will not have them raised up under such conditions as this arrangement imposes
upon us, nor have them mingle with the kind of men who frequent such a place. You are at liberty to
make your choice; either that bar goes out of the house, or we will! (Ibid.)

d. Joseph Smith was an arrogant man  “Come on! ye prosecutors! ye false swearers! All hell, boil over! Ye
burning mountains, roll down your lava! for I will come out on top at last. I have more to boast of than ever any
man had. I am the only man that has ever been able to keep a whole church together since the days of Adam. A
large majority of the whole have stood by me. Neither Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man
ever did such a work as I. The followers of Jesus ran away from Him; but the Latter-day Saints never ran away
from me yet...When they can get rid of me, the devil will also go." (History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 408, 409)

e. He made prophecies which did not come true – In 1832, he prophesied that a temple would be
built in Independence, Missouri, but that never happened (Doctrines and Covenants, 84:1-5)
f. Joseph Smith was a perpetuator of hoaxes: In 1843 some farmers in Kinerhook devised a hoax by
planting some tablets in an Indian burial mound. They later confessed to the hoax, but the
Mormon church stood by Joseph Smith’s interpretation of them. Why? Because he was
their prophet and he recorded his interpretation in his diary as a factual thing. He said, “I
have translated a portion of them, and find they contain the history of the person with
whom they were found. He was a descendant of Ham, through the loins of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, and that he received his kingdom from the Ruler of heaven and earth.” Today
Mormon officials reluctantly admit their falsehood. (http://www.exmormon.org/whyileft.htm)
g. Mormon take confidence in his prophecy of the Civil War – He said in 1832 that South Carolina
would rebel and it would result in the death and misery of many souls (Doctrines and Covenants, 87:1)
1) Yet South Carolina had been a hotbed for rebellion for years. Particularly, in 1832 president Andrew Jackson
signed into law a new tariff that S.C. legislators felt was unfair and the state threatened to rebel!
2) At first, this verse was taken out of the Doctrines and Covenant because it never happened, but it was later
inserted when the war took place (http://www.mormoncurtain.com/topic_josephsmithprophecy.html)
3) But he also prophesied that the southern states would call upon Great Britain and other nations to join in and
they would join in and it would become a war between the nations (Doctrine & Covenants, 87:3). This
shows that he no more prophesied than made a guess based upon the news of his day!

6. Let’s take a moment and consider the nature of the Mormon church in light of the scriptures:
a. First, Mormonism is a contradiction of the Bible. Paul said that if even an angel revealed another
gospel that he should be accursed (Galatians 1:6-9). Mormons try to get around this saying
that it’s another gospel like Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; however, the Book of Mormon
is nothing like those gospel accounts is its nature or in what it describes!
b. The New Testament proclaims that the gospel was once delivered for all. There should be no
expectation of further revelations past the pages of the New Testament (Jude 1:3)
c. The Mormon church, its leaders, and its documents are clearly not from God. Why? Because they
are changing and updating their beliefs. The character of leaders who founded the religion
show that they are not from God. What a difference it is to the Bible! (2 Peter 1:17-21)
d. We should not be looking for any prophecies to continue past the First Century. God said they
would cease when the perfect had come. Even if Mormonism is right, and the book of
Mormon is the perfect word of God, why do they continue to prophesy? (1 Cor. 13:8-13)

e. Joseph Smith was clearly not a prophet of God. His errors, both in being a “Glass Looker” and
prophesying of coming events, proves he is a fraud (Deut. 18:21-22)
f. Their organization violates scripture: They have a denominational structure that is foreign to the
scriptures (I Pet 5:2). There is no Biblical bases for having a Presidency in the church,
especially one that oversees all the church (Eph. 5:23). The apostles do not meet the
qualifications of Bible apostles (Acts 1:21-26; I Cor. 9:1). The N.T. does not give special
classification of priests, but all Christians are priests (I Pet 2:5, 9). Elders are to be older,
married, and have faithful children (1 Tim 3:2, 4)  This is far from the church restored!
B. Some Specific Beliefs And Practices Of The Mormon Church:
1. Before we look at some of the ideas of the Mormon church that are wrong, I do want to talk about a
couple of things they appear to be on the right track about. Perhaps you can use these things as
common ground to build off of if you get the chance to study with a Mormon:
a. They claim to baptize people for the remission of sins: “We believe that the first principles and
ordinances of the Gospel are: first, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repentance; third,
Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” (Articles Of Faith, number 4, http://mormon.org/articles-of-faith/)
b. They reject the Calvinistic idea of total inherited depravity: “We believe that men will be punished
for their own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression” (Articles of Faith, number 2, ibid.)
c. The Mormon church is very passionate about evangelism. It’s members generally seem to be very
committed. When the young men, called elders, go out for two years on their “mission
work” they are not financed by the church… they have to raise that money on their own.
When you look at such zeal and devotion it should challenge us. They are zealous and
devoted in error… How should we be with regards to the truth? (Romans 10:2-3)
d. When you look on the surface there may be other ideas that you might think you’d agree with, but
when you dig deeper you find it’s not what you thought. They use some of the same terms
we do, but mean very different things by them. Always ask, “What do you mean by that?”
2. Perhaps the best place to start in their beliefs is their concept of God and man:
a. Joseph Smith: “God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in
yonder heavens! …If you were to see him today, you would see him like a man in form… He
was once a man like us; yea… God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same
as Jesus Christ himself did…” (Funeral for Elder King Follet – The Four Major Cults, pg. 38)
b. They believe that God the Father was once like us… That God was once a spirit child of another
God, that he was placed on an earthlike planet with all the other spirit children of his father,
and given a body. He lived so well that at the end of his existence, he achieved a status of
godhood. Ultimately, this concept of God says that God is only better than us in that he is
ahead of us in the process! (Ibid.)
c. As you can tell by this, they do believe in many gods! (Yet reject the concept of the Trinity)
1) Ultimately, they believe we all can become God if we live right on earth!  “As man is, God once was; as god
th
is, man may become” (Lorenzo Snow, 5 President of Mormon church, The Four Major Cults, pg. 38)
2) Widstoe pictured it this way: “In short, man is god in embryo” (Ibid.)
3) They really have a infinitely polytheistic view: “How many Gods there are, I do not know. But there never was
a time when there were not gods. (Brigham Young, Journal Of Discourses, 7:333)

d. God has a physical body: "... God ... is a personal Being, a holy and exalted man, a glorified,
resurrected Personage having a tangible body of flesh and bones, an anthropomorphic Entity

..." (Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 250 - http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech7.htm#177)
 Note: They believe the physical body is greater than the spiritual body!
e. The Mormon church thus teaches that God the Father had a mother and has a wife:
1) “All men are the spirit children of an Eternal Father is the usually unspoken truth that they are also the
offspring of a Eternal Mother. An exalted and glorified Man of Holiness (Moses 6:57) could not be a
Father unless a Woman of like glory, perfection, and holiness was associated with him as a Mother. The
begetting of children makes a man a father and a woman a mother whether we are dealing with man in
his mortal or immortal state.” (Apostle Bruce R. McConkie – Ibid.)

2) So basically God and his wife produced children physically... Yet they teach that these children did not have
physical bodies like God, the Father. That’s why the Earth was created… so there would be a place for
God’s children to be born and get physical bodies like God.

4) They teach that Satan and Jesus are brothers. That they served on a council with God, their Father, to decide
about the creation of Earth. Satan had a plan to force everyone to do right. Jesus had a plan to give
them a choice. The Father liked Jesus’ plan more than Satan’s plan and chose it. Satan was mad,
rebelled, and 1/3 of the spirit children of God’s with sided with him. 1/3 of the spirit children sided
with God and 1/3 were neutral. Those became the dark skinned ones on earth (See Abraham 3)

f. The place where God dwells is on or near a star called “Kolob” (Abraham 3:9) – Note: There is
a fictitious world in Battle Star Galactica called “Kolob” – the creators of that were Mormons!
g. The Mormon concept of God is false… God is Spirit, not flesh and blood (John 4:24; 1 Tim 1:17).
Our sharing in the likeness of Jesus in the resurrection hinges on laying aside this physical
body for a spiritual one (1 Cor. 15:50). This concept of man becoming God is one of the lies
Satan fed to Eve, it is not truth (Gen. 3:5)!
3. The Mormon church denies the virgin birth of Jesus. What’s more, they believe that God the Father
produced a son with Mary through normal and natural means!
a. God had to have had “relations” with Mary to produce Jesus: "And Christ was born into the world as the literal
Son of this Holy Being; he was born in the same personal, real, and literal sense that any son is born to a
mortal father. There is nothing figurative about his paternity; he was begotten, conceived and born in
the normal and natural course of events, ... Christ is the Son of Man, meaning that his Father (the
Eternal God!) is a Holy Man" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 742 – Ibid.).

b. “It would have been unlawful for any man to have interfered with Mary, who was already espoused to Joseph; for such a
heinous crime would have subjected both the guilty parties to death, according to the law of Moses. But God
having created all men and women, had the most perfect right to do with His own creation, according to His holy
will and pleasure: He had a lawful right to overshadow the Virgin Mary in the capacity of a husband, and beget a
Son, although she was espoused to another; for the law which He gave to govern men and women was not
intended to govern Himself, or to prescribe rules for his own conduct. It was also lawful in Him, after having thus
dealt with Mary, to give her to Joseph her espoused husband.” (The Seer, Page 158, Ibid.)

c. It’s strange this doctrine exists, considering the book of Mormon appears to teach the exact same
thing the Bible does on the nature of the birth of Jesus! Yet Mormon leaders reject this idea
as impossible saying it makes Jesus the Son of the Holy Spirit (Mat 1:18, 20; Alma 7:10)
4. They teach that the sin of Adam and Eve really wasn’t a sin but more of a fulfillment of God’s plan:
a. “…they would have had no children; wherefore they would have remained in a state of innocence,
having no joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for they knew no sin… Adam fell that
men might be; and men are, that they might have joy” (2 Nephi 2:22-25)
b. They record Adam saying, “Blessed be the name of God, for because of my transgression my eyes
are opened, and in this life I shall have joy” (Eve echoes his sentiment) (Moses 5:10-11)
c. “I never speak of the part Eve took in this fall as a sin, nor do I accuse Adam of a sin. One may say,
‘Well, did they not break a commandment?’ Yes. But let us examine the nature of that
commandment and the results which came out of it… his transgression was in accordance
with law” (Joseph F. Smith, Doctrines of Salvation I, pg 114 – The Four Major Cults, pg. 50-51)

d. First, Adam and Eve being able to enjoy life and have children was not a result of their sin… this
existed before they fell (Gen. 1:28; 2:25). They broke God’s law and it was sinful and
because of their sin they suffered death (Gen. 2:17; Rom 5:14). Adam and Eve’s sin resulted
in pain, death, and suffering… not greater joy! (Gen. 3:16-19; Rom 5:14-15; 1 Cor. 15:22).
5. There are several peculiar things about marriage in the Mormon faith:
a. Polygamy played a key role in the Mormon church.
1) Joseph Smith had 33 wives. Brigham Young had 50 wives and fathered 56 children
2) Brigham Young taught the Roman Empire robbed Christianity of polygamy. He said monogamy is not part of
the economy of heaven among men.
3) They rescinded this practice after pressure from the US government. They say they did away with it because it
is not legal, and they are to obey the legal authorities. Yet this was illegal when Smith introduced it &
was why Utah was denied statehood until 1896!
4) (http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/ldsleadersbelievepolygamyinheaven.htm)

b. They still believe polygamy will exist in Heaven: “Joseph Fielding Smith, tenth president of the LDS
Church, remarried twice after the death of his first wife, and in his book, Doctrines of
Salvation, Vol. 2, p. 67, he remarked: "...my wives will be mine in eternity." (Ibid.)
c. The importance of temple marriage is taught and emphasized by the church:
1) It’s necessary to gain godhood in eternity: “"CIVIL MARRIAGE MAKES SERVANTS IN ETERNITY," and "CELESTIAL
MARRIAGE MAKES GODS IN ETERNITY." (http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech22a.htm)
2) It’s necessary to enjoy marriage and bear more children in eternity: “Except a man and his wife enter into an
everlasting covenant and be married for eternity, while in this probation, by the power and authority of
the holy priesthood," The Prophet says, "They will cease to increase when they die; that is, they will not
have any children after the resurrection" (Ibid.)

d. Those who do not obey temple marriage do not enjoy marriage after this life, but become angel
servants: “When they are out of the world they neither marry nor are given in amarriage; but
are appointed angels in bheaven, which angels are ministering cservants, to minister for those
who are worthy of a far more, and an exceeding, and an eternal weight of glory” (D&C 132:16)
e. So without temple marriage, one cannot become a god or goddess in the afterlife. After telling a
story of a young Mormon couple who got married in a civil marriage and later died in a car
wreck on the way to their reception, President Spencer Kimball said, “They may have been
good young people; I don’t know. But they will be angels in heaven if they are. They will not
be gods and goddesses and priests and priestesses because they did not fulfill the
commandments and do the things that were required at their hands.”
(http://www.lds.org/manual/young-women-manual-2/lesson-15-temple-marriage?lang=eng&query=temple+marriage)

f. So Mormon teaching again contradicts the word of God. Jesus taught plainly that there is neither
marriage nor the giving in marriage in Heaven, but all are like the angels (Luke 20:34-36)
6. You may have heard about the Mormon church’s use of “temple garments” which some have jokingly
referred to as “magical underwear” – This is a real thing!
a. CBS 60 Minutes Interview with Mormons (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cC1VHMQmAUw)
b. “Church members who have been clothed with the garment in the temple have made a covenant
to wear it throughout their (5) lives. This has been interpreted to mean that it is worn as
underclothing both day and night. The promise of protection (6) and blessings is conditioned
upon worthiness and faithfulness in keeping the covenant.” (Letter from the First Presidency
of the church, 1988, www.truthandgrace.com/mormonunderwear.htm)
c. This underwear carries spiritual significance for them, they are to wear it throughout their lives,
they are to wear it at all times (except swimming), they believe their underwear protects
them from temptation and evil (Ibid.)

d. There are Masonic symbols on them  “on the LDS temple undergarment… are embroidered the
compass and square. This would look like small zigzag stitching to form a "V" on the left
breast and a "L" on the right breast of the garment. There is also a small stitched line at the
bellybutton and the right knee. These are on both the men's and the women's underwear.
The garment is to be worn daily to remind the Mormon of the covenants made in the
temple. (http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/masonicsymbolsandtheldstemple.htm)
* Note: Joseph Smith became a Free Mason as a Mormon  "Tuesday, 15.—I officiated as grand
chaplain at the installation of the Nauvoo Lodge of Free Masons, at the Grove near the
Temple. Grand Master Jonas, of Columbus, being present, a large number of people
assembled on the occasion. The day was exceedingly fine; all things were done in order, and
universal satisfaction was manifested. In the evening I received the first degree in Free
Masonry in the Nauvoo Lodge, assembled in my general business office." (History of the
Church, by Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, 1978, Vol.4, Ch.32, p.550-1) (Ibid.)
* Free Mason symbols permeate Salt Lake City Utah & the Mormon relgion! (see above link)

7. Another practice unique to the Mormon church is the work of baptizing on behalf of the dead:
a. Baptism for the dead is practiced for those who died without knowledge of the gospel (D&C 138:5)
- “I straightway went into the baptismal font and called upon brother McCallister to baptize me for the signers of
the Declaration of Independence, and fifty other eminent men, making one hundred in all, including John Wesley,
Columbus, and others; I then baptized him for every President of the United States, except three; and when their
cause is just, somebody will do the work for them” (President Wilford Woodruff, J. of D., Vol. XIX, pp. 228-229).

b. From Mormon.org: “Because all who have lived on the earth have not had the opportunity to be
baptized by proper authority during life on earth, baptisms may be performed by proxy,
meaning a living person may be baptized in behalf of a deceased person. Baptisms for the
dead are performed by Church members in temples throughout the world… The person
acting as a proxy uses only the name of the deceased. To prevent duplication the Church
keeps a record of the deceased persons who have been baptized.”
c. To baptize by proxy, the Mormon church requires permission from one of the deceased family
members. Thus, most of the baptisms for the dead are family members of Mormons.
d. When a person who wasn’t a faithful Mormon dies, they exist in a prison like state. When
someone gets baptized on behalf of them, they are given the chance to either accept this
baptism or reject it (http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/mclaims9.htm#baptism)
e. The Mormons do extensive genealogical research because of this  “Before vicarious ordinances
of salvation and exaltation may be performed for those who have died ... they must be
accurately and properly identified. Hence, genealogical research is required.... the Church
maintains in Salt Lake City one of the world's greatest genealogical societies. Much of the
genealogical source material of various nations of the earth has been or is being microfilmed
by this society; millions of dollars is being spent; and a reservior of hundreds of millions of
names and other data about people who lived in past generations is available for study
(Mormon Doctrine, 1966, pp. 308-9).
f. Paul does mention baptism for the dead in his first letter to the Corinthians – But notice that he
says that “they baptize” for the dead, not “we baptize for the dead.” He was most like
referring to a practice and belief of others common in their culture, not something taught
and practiced by the church! This is like what he did in preaching (1 Cor. 15:29; Acts 17:28)
8. They do not teach about Heaven as we think of it, but teach about three different levels of glory:
a. The Celestial Kingdom – The highest level of glory. This is reserved for those who fully obey the
gospel. All who inherit this kingdom dwell in the presence of God. There are three degrees
in this kingdom. The highest degree is only for those sealed in Temple Marriage. “Those

who attain the highest level in the Celestial Kingdom become gods, receive exaltation, and
are joint heirs with Christ of all that the Father has” (http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Degrees_of_Glory)
b. The Terrestrial Kingdom – This is for honorable people of Earth, but who did not fully obey the
gospel. Also, those who died without hearing the gospel and who chose not to except the
baptism by proxy after their death are in the this kingdom. “They receive the presence of the
Son, but not the fullness of the Father. “The glory of the Terrestrial Kingdom differs from the
celestial as the light we see from the moon differs from that of the sun in glory” (Ibid)
c. The Telestial Kingdom – This is where the wicked of earth go. They are not resurrected initially at
the return of Christ, but are given “additional” time in “hell” to bring repentance and a sense
of dependence on Jesus. When resurrected they bow their knees and confess Jesus. They
cannot dwell with Jesus or the Father, but this is still a glorious kingdom (Ibid.)
d. Hell exists in their theology, but very few wind up there – Only the sons of perdition and those
who commit the unpardonable sin (http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Hell)
e. Such “levels of glory” are completely foreign to the Bible. There are only two options: Eternity
with God in Heaven or eternity separated from God in Hell (Matt 25:31-46; 2 Thess 1:8-9)
9. One of the less talked about issues surrounding the Mormon church is the practice of blood atonement:
a. Brigham Young preached this doctrine, saying that a man might be killed to save his soul…
 There are sins that men commit for which they cannot receive forgiveness ... and if they had their eyes open to
see their true condition, they would be perfectly willing to have their blood spilt upon the ground, that the
smoke thereof might ascend to heaven as an offering for their sins; and the smoking incense would atone,
for their sins, whereas, if such is not the case, they will stick to them and remain upon them in the spirit
world. I know, when you hear my brethren telling about cutting people off from the earth, that you
consider it is strong doctrine, but it is to save them, not to destroy them.... And furthermore, I know that
there are transgressors, who, if they knew themselves, and the only condition upon which they can obtain
forgiveness, would beg of their brethren to shed their blood.... I will say further; I have had men come to
me and offer their lives to atone for their sins. It is true that the blood of the Son of God was shed for
sins through the fall and those committed by men, yet men can commit sins which it can never remit....
There are sins that can be atoned for by an offering upon an altar, as in ancient days; and there are sins
that the blood of a lamb, of a calf, or of turtle doves, cannot remit, but they must be atoned for by the
blood of the man. That is the reason why men talk to you as they do from this stand; they understand the
doctrine and throw out a few words about it. (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 4, pages 53-54; also published
in the Deseret News, 1856, page 235) (http://www.utlm.org/newsletters/no56.htm)

b. Heber C. Kimball, a member of the 1st Presidency in 1857, said, “Judas lost that saving principle,
and they took him and killed him. It is said in the Bible that his bowels gushed out; but they
actually kicked him until his bowels came out.... I know the day is right at hand when men
will forfeit their Priesthood and turn against us and against the covenants they have made,
and they will be destroyed as Judas was. (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 6, pages 125-26)
c. Brigham Young even taught that blood atonement could be practiced if a man found out that he
had even a drop of blood from the mark of Cain in him (this means he is dark skinned blood
in him)  “Any man having one drop of the seed of Cane in him Cannot hold the priesthood
... I will say it now in the name of Jesus Christ. I know it is true & they know it. The Negro
cannot hold one particle of Government ... if any man mingles his seed with the seed of Cane
the ownly way he Could get rid of it or have salvation would be to Come forward & have his
head Cut off & spill his Blood upon the ground. It would also take the life of his Children.
(Wilford Woodruff's Journal, Vol. 4, p. 97) (Ibid.)
d. Blood Atonement was practiced in their early history, especially in the case of adultery… Leaders
of mainstream Mormonism distance themselves from this practice, however, among
fundamentalists it is still endorsed.

e. This Mormon doctrine denies the sufficiency of the blood of Jesus. It says there are some sins
His blood cannot atone for, but that the guilty party’s blood must be shed. Sinful blood
cannot atone for itself (I Pet 1:18-19)! His blood is sufficient for all sin (Rom 5:9, 20-21)!

Some Helpful Resources For Further Study:
1. www.mormon.org – There is an option here for “Chat Live With A Mormon”
2. Book “The Changing World Of Mormonism” by Jerald and Sandra Tanner (Former Mormons)
- An online version is found at: http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/changecontents.htm
3. The Tanner’s website: http://www.utlm.org/
4. Alexander Campbell’s analysis of the book of Mormon: http://www.lds-mormon.com/campbell.shtml
5. Mormon Temple And Temple Rituals: http://packham.n4m.org/temples.htm
6. A cartoon illustrating real teachings of the Mormon church: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7q6brMrFw0E
7. Book of Mormon & Ancient Evidence: http://www.apologeticspress.org/APContent.aspx?category=11&article=975

