
SSStttaaannnddd   IIInnn   AAAwwweee   OOOfff   GGGoooddd!!!            
Introduction:  (Scripture Reading: Revelation 3:14-22) 

 A.  What do you think is the greatest problem in the lives of Christians and local churches today?  

  1.  Is it…  False doctrine, children falling away, lack of evangelism, materialism, worldliness, etc? 

  2.  The greatest problem is the problem that lies beneath the surface of all of these other problems 

   …Apathy!  It’s the problem of lukewarmness, indifference, disinterest, & flat spiritual laziness 

 B.  This is a common problem and it’s an old problem.  It’s something we all struggle with in various ways  

          and it’s something God’s people throughout time have almost always struggled with.  It is specifically 

      mentioned in the case of the church at Laodicea, the foundation of this weekend’s studies (Rev. 3:14-22) 

  1.  What was their problem?  Lukewarmness! They seem to think they are doing okay and all the 

   physical signs seem to confirm that, but looks can be deceiving.  They’ve lost the zeal,  

   passion, and drive in their faith.   They took confidence in the wrong things.  

  2.  Jesus offers a cure, but it seems to simple.  “Be Zealous and Repent!”  Easier said than done,  

   right?  How do you revive the fire?  How do you rediscover the passion?   

  3.  The answer lies within Jesus’ letter to them… specifically within the introduction.  Notice how 

         Jesus describes Himself to them.  Why does Jesus describe Himself this way?  The answer to 

   their zeal problem was a deeper understanding of what the Lord is like (see verse 14) 

 

HHHOOOWWW   DDDEEEEEEPPPEEENNNIIINNNGGG   OOOUUURRR   AAAPPPPPPRRREEECCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   GGGOOODDD’’’SSS   NNNAAATTTUUURRREEE   CCCOOOMMMBBBAAATTTSSS   LLLUUUKKKEEEWWWAAARRRMMMNNNEEESSSSSS   
A.  The Awesome Nature Of God… A Journey Through The Bible:   

 1.  The Creation:  God Is Glorious!  

  a. The creation around us testifies day and night to the glory of God! (Psalm 19:1-6) 

   a. It sounds like David is out in nature when he wrote this.  Perhaps he’s been out in the day 

    time, now night time has come.  He pictures all of nature joining together as a chorus 

   b. This “chorus” is pouring forth the glory of God – It means “gush forth” – It’s abundant!  

   c. “The Spacious Firmament” – All of creation is beautiful beyond what our words & paintings 

    can express.  If what was created is this amazing what about the One who created it?  

   d. God is AWESOME!  How do you describe the nature of God?  You can’t… all we can do is 

    stand in AWE of Him.   We see His glory in creation and say, “AWE!”  Words fail! 

  2.  Moses’ account of the creation doesn’t just provide us a historical record of how we came into 

        existence, it also provides us a glimpse of our God who created us! (Genesis 1:1-31) 

   a. God’s greatness is too great to fathom – Think of the vastness of God’s creation… The  

    sands of the seashore, depths of the sea, heights of the mountains, variety of insects 

    and animals, cells and molecules, the universe � Mind blowing!  We cannot grasp it!  

   b. God’s purpose is beyond our imagination – We should be blown away by the wisdom in 

    how God created everything.  There seems to be a purposeful order in the days.  He 

    starts with light and progresses.  Everything was made after its kind.  As we examine 

    the creation, we see how infinitely fine tuned it is for life to flourish  

   c. God’s power is beyond our comprehension – God spoke creation into existence.  Gravity is 

    an extremely powerful force.  Electricity is amazing.  God created it all from nothing!  

  3.  In all of the creation, God saved the best for last.  He made man in His own image (Gen. 1:26) 

   a. Love, morality, justice, conscience, etc. � We are more than further evolved animals!  
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   b. When you examine God’s creation even closer, we see that it was created for us.  It exists 

    so we can exist and excel.  Not just physically, but spiritually.   His creation compels 

    us to pursue Him.  How?  By surrounding us with His glory & making us long for Him!  

  4.  If we want to resist being lukewarm, we need to start with focusing on the glory of God in His 

       creation and remembering that we are the apex of that glory!  

   a. Remember Psalm 19 – It’s describing the creation of God and how glorious it is.  If we want 

    to increase our appreciation of the awesome nature of God, we need look at His 

    creation because it shows us His glory.  But Psalm 19 ends with another creation… 

    It’s God’s recreation of us into righteous people.  Nothing shows God’s glory more 

    than when we are transformed into His glorious image! (vs. 12-14) 

   b. All of creation reflects the glory of God, but none of His creation reflects it like us!  We are 

    the only part of His creation said to be made in His image, and yet we are the only 

    part of His creation that chooses to rob Him of His glory!  

   c. When lukewarmness sets into our hearts, our appreciation of God’s glory in our hearts and 

    minds has diminished.  Go back to the creation… be blown away by the splendor and 

    grandeur and then remember that God’s plans for glorifying you is even better! 

 

 2.  Leviticus:  God Is Holy! 

  1.  As you read through the book of Leviticus you probably ask yourself the question, “Why?”  At 

   times it seems like a bunch of pointless instructions.  You aren’t alone if you find studying 

   Leviticus sometimes feels exhausting.  But there is a reason this book is preserved for us…  

  2.  There are many themes that run throughout the book of Leviticus, but one of the main ones, if not 

        the main theme, is the idea that God is Holy!  (Leviticus 11:44-45) 

   a. Remember, Israel had been in Egypt for a long time… perhaps 400 years or so.  They had 

    been surrounded by idolatry and it had influenced them.  They saw many gods being 

    worshipped.  The things recorded in Leviticus showed them that God was different! 

   b. They left Egypt and think about all they saw up to Mount Sinai – and yet they build the 

    golden calf to represent God.  Their view of God wasn’t “holy” in that moment. 

   c. The idea of holiness is that of separation, consecration, and devotion.  It involves both 

    purity of life and serving God’s will.  Holiness is not just about our actions, but about 

    our thoughts, motives, focus, and passions.    

   d. Leviticus 19:1-4 � To be holy because God was holy.  It was about their relationship with 

    Him.  They couldn’t have fellowship with the Holy One while living unholy lives!  

  3.  Throughout Leviticus God gives commands that at times seem odd, but are tied to their holiness:  

   a. Even the laws and instructions that are practical and medical in nature are tied back to 

    their holiness… For instance, not eating certain insects or pork was about being holy! 

   b. Why? They were learning what it meant to special, set apart, pure, dedicated, and sacred 

   c. God even gave instructions about gifts they gave to God (Lev. 27:11, 28).  Doesn’t it all 

    belong to God?  What’s God going to do with it?  God was teaching them about  

    being “holy devoted” – When it was devoted to God, it was God’s.  It was special to 

    God.   In time, they’d see themselves in that light.  They were God’s – “holy devoted” 

  4.  In all of this, God was instilling in them an appreciation for sanctuary (Lev. 19:30) 

   a. Picture the tabernacle for a moment – It was much more than a tent!   

    1) So much of it was overlaid with gold.  Why gold?  Gold is precious and pure… like 

     God!   The impressiveness of the gold reinforced this in their minds & hearts 



    2) They were kept separated – The people could only go into the “outer courts.” Only 

     the high priest could go into the most holy place, but only once a year.  Veils 

     kept the holy & most holy place concealed.  The point was not to block man 

     from drawing near to God, but to emphasize God’s holiness with sinful man.   

    3) The tribes were to camp out all around the tabernacle.  This put God at the center!  

     It was a very physical representation of what their lives should look like.    

    4) Holiness is further emphasized by the altar and laver… these are the first things 

     you’d see when you walked in.   Sacrifice & cleansing.  Why?  God is there!  

   b. The tabernacle was God’s dwelling place among His people.  It represented the fact that 

    God was there.  It was His sanctuary.  Because God was there it had to be “set apart” 

   c. The word for holy also means “sanctuary” – It simply means a sacred place.  But notice 

    that God says “My sanctuary” – It was God’s holy place, a place devoted to the Lord 

   d. The tabernacle, the sanctuary, represented what God wanted His people to be for Him.  It 

    wasn’t to see the sanctuary as a place they went, but they were to be His sanctuary 

  5.  God is Holy.  God takes His holiness seriously.  As God’s people then, we must be passionate about 

        our personal holiness and holding God up as holy with our lives! (I Peter 2:4-10) 

   a. Sometimes we do grow lukewarm in our struggle against sin and our pursuit of becoming 

    like God… what’s the problem?  We have too “common” of a view of God in our  

    minds.  In our hearts God doesn’t hold as “special” of a place as He should.   

   b. Priesthood, sacrifices, holiness, God’s people… it’s Leviticus!   So the same principles apply. 

   c. Holiness to God doesn’t just mean we pursue a separation from sin, but also a dedication 

    to God.  Not only to God, but to the things God is about.  The things that please Him 

   d. There’s no room for lukewarmness!  God wants our lives to be a sanctuary for Him… to 

    dwell in our lives.   But God can’t dwell in an unrighteous place.  So people who  

    appreciate God’s holiness make their lives as holy as possible so God can be there! 

 

 3.  Job:  God Is Powerful And In Control!  

  1.  Remember Job’s situation… He found himself suddenly cast into the depths of loss & devastation: 

   a. Day One:  The Sabeans killed about of his servants, fire from heaven burned up the sheep 

    and more servants, the Chaldeans stole the camels and killed more servants, a  

    tornado came and blew away his kids in their homes � All that in just one day!  

   b. Day Two:  Job is struck with a loathsome sores from head to toe.    It was so bad, he  

    scraped his body with broken pottery pieces.   He found himself wishing he had  

    never been born, or if he had been born that he had died at birth. 

   c. His wife works against him by telling him to curse God & die.  His three friends mean well, 

    but they add more misery to him by accusing him of unrighteousness.  He’s lonely!  

   d. Job responds with perseverance – He won’t give up on God(Job 1:21-22). As time goes on

    Job wants to talk to God so he can question God’s judgments & present his case.  His 

    honesty with God is good, but God has something to correct (23:1-7; 38:1-3) 

   e. Job has been crying out for answers, but God is silent.  Finally, God breaks the silence, but 

    in a very unexpected way.  There’s no explanation and no answers to Job’s questions. 

  2.  God’s first round of questions are about Job’s understanding & experience… God asks, “Were you 

   there when…?  Have you…?  Do you know…?” (Job 38:4-5, 12, 16, 34-35; 39:19-20, 26-29) 

  3.  The second round is about Job’s power and ability in life… This time God asks Job the question, 

   “Can you…?” and focuses Job on two particular animals (Job 40:15, 24; 41:1-5) 



  4.  The book of Job reminds us as much (or more really) about God’s nature as human suffering.  

       We are reminded by Job’s experience that God is in control and will do what is right (Job 42:1-6) 

   a. God’s power far surpasses our comprehension, God’s wisdom far surpasses our  

    understanding, God’s providence extends far beyond our realization.   

   b. Our service to God does not depend on how good things are going in our life.  We don’t 

    wait until we see how he will answer our prayer to determine our devotion.   We 

    serve God because of who God is… He is our Creator… He is the AWESOME God!  

   c. Is our trust in God lukewarm?  How can someone have lukewarm trust?  They give God 

    part of their life, but not all of it.  They put conditions on their submission.  

 

 4.  Malachi:  The Majesty Of God!  

  1.  One of the first practical ways lukewarmness manifests itself is in our worship (public & private): 

   a. Our desire for worship wanes… In other words, we do it less and less.  As lukewarmness 

    grows, a person worships less and less.  It disappears in the private life quicker than 

    the public life, but it disappears in both places.  It’s slow.  Excuses are made.  

   b. Our passion in worship wanes… Prayers are inconsistently made and often become a  

    mindless repetition.  Singing is less energetic.  Our minds wander more.  We don’t 

    study along, but find other things to focus on.  We may even complain about it. 

  2.  Malachi was sent as God’s prophet to deal with this exact problem… The worship of God’s people 

       had become very lukewarm and it was making God sick!  (Malachi 1:5-14) 

   a. He chooses power packed words for God:   Magnified!  Great!  Dreadful!  Lord Of Hosts!   

    - Isaiah 6:1-3 ���� God is the commander of the armies of heaven.  He is MAJESTIC!  

   b. Their worship left a very different description of God… it described God as common,  

    unholy, and not very special.  An image of God that was less majestic than many men 

   c. Their worship was polluted, a burdensome, not taken seriously, a weariness, a burden, half 

    hearted, and without any real sacrifice � Imagine what an outsider would think!  

  3.  We read of the behavior of God’s people during Malachi’s day and are appalled, but are we any 

       better?  Does our worship reflect a lukewarm vision of God’s majesty?  (Psalm 96:1-9) 

   a. Some people are eager to change worship up… Do things differently so we can create a 

    more exciting atmosphere and keep people interested.  Churches spend thousands 

    of dollars and hire professionals to create an atmosphere.  But that’s not the answer!  

   b. Our worship is a reflection of our understanding and appreciation of God!  When our  

    worship is lukewarm, we aren’t seeing God as the Majestic God, as The Lord of Hosts 

 

 5.  The Throne Room Of God:  The Almighty God! 

  1.  Can you think of a person who you’d like to meet… whose presence would completely render you 

   speechless?  Or a place where a person has been or is that would humble you to stand there?  

   For some people, the White House and President would do this… Or Buckingham Palace.  

   What would it feel like to walk in?  Imagine John as He was shown the throne room of God! 

  2.  Look at the way John describes the throne room of God and the beings that are there (Rev. 4:1-7) 

   a. John uses incredible pictures, not just because Revelation was symbolized, but because 

    normal words cannot capture what he sees.  The grandeur, the beauty, splendor, 

    magnitude… The throne room of God is a place too awesome for words!  

   b. There is one word that is repeated several times… “Around” – The point here is that God’s 

    throne is in the center of everything.  God is not only on His throne, but is in control!  



   c. A needed message!  They were being persecuted by powerful kings and rulers, but God 

    was more powerful.  They were being impressed by the splendor of the temple in 

    Jerusalem and the architecture of Rome, but God’s throne was more glorious.  Things 

    seemed uncertain, but God was in control & ruling on His throne!  

  3.  Now, look at the activities & expressions of those who are in God’s presence (Rev 4:8-11, 5:12-14) 

  4.  What is God like?  God is the ALMIGHTY God!  Do we live with a daily awareness and recognition 

        of God’s nature as John described?  Is our life like the Throne Room of God?  

   a. Some say, “Familiarity breeds contempt.”  In other words, we don’t appreciate what we 

    are most familiar with.  Perhaps this happens to us spiritually.  But really, the closer 

    we get to God, the more familiar we get, the greater He becomes in our sight!  

   b. One of the key points of the throne room scene is God being in the center.  The only way 

    we can fight against lukewarmness is by making sure God is at the center of our lives!  

    Christ cannot just be a part of our life… He must be our life!   


