
PPPooowwweeerrrfffuuulll   &&&   MMMeeeaaannniiinnngggfffuuulll   RRReeellliiigggiiiooonnn   
Introduction:   (Scripture Reading:  Galatians 6:14-18) 

 
DDDOOOEEESSS   YYYOOOUUURRR   RRREEELLLIIIGGGIIIOOONNN   HHHAAAVVVEEE   PPPOOOWWWEEERRR   AAANNNDDD   MMMEEEAAANNNIIINNNGGG???  
A.  If You Have Faith Working Through Love 
 1.  Paul makes the point that it is not really circumcision or uncircumcision that makes the difference, but 
      rather a faith that works through love (Galatians 5:6) 
  a. In the book of Galatians Paul had been dealing with people who had come in and taught these 
   Christians that people who obeyed the gospel needed to be circumcised as well.   These false 
   teachers were troubling these Christians.  So Paul writes this letter to expose these people 
   and teach the truth.  As he does this, he says that if you bind circumcision, there are several 
   issues:  (1) You are returning to bondage (2) Christ is of no advantage to you (3) You are  
   obligated to keep all the law (4) You are severed from Christ (5) You fall from grace (vs. 1-4) 
  b. This kind of religion is obviously vain… It’s empty.  Circumcision doesn’t count for anything.   
   “Counts for…” means “To have strength, to have power, to avail, to have force”  - This kind of 
   religion doesn’t do anything… Empty as it works in us and it is empty as it works through us 
  c. There is a kind of religion that does have power and meaning… it’s the kind of religion that is full of 
   a kind of faith that is seen in action and has love as its motivating force.   
 2.  We can have all the faith in the world and have lots of love, but if it is not working there is no power or 
  meaning to our religion.   It’s all vanity (James 2:17-19, 22, 24) 
 3.  We can be full of works and love, but if we have no faith then our religion is empty (Rom 9:30-32)  
 4.  Finally, we can be full of faith and works, however, if our love is lacking then our religion is also lacking in 
  its meaning and power (1 Corinthians 13:1-3; I John 3:16-18) 
 5.  But there’s another way this phrase can be taken… It could refer to the kind of religion that is seen in the 
  form of loving works.  In other words, we serve others from the heart (James 1:26-27) 
 
B.  If You Keep God’s Commandments 
 1.  It’s easy to get caught up on the previous point, but that’s not all there is.  Some will actually say that all  
       that matters is that you believe in God, do good, and have love. 
  a. The end result of this logic is that it doesn’t matter really what you do, as long as you’re passionate 
   and active in your faith.  In the end, it paints all sincere religious people as being okay.  
  b. It completely ignores the importance of the authority of the scriptures.  The idea of doing God’s 
   things God’s ways is not even considered.   There’s many different ways to Heaven, people 
   say.  Or, “We all believe in Jesus, we are just expressing it differently.”  
  c. At the end of the day, honesty alone is not enough.  Love alone is not enough.  Action alone is not 
   enough.  Even all three together is not enough.  We have to actually within the will of God. 
 2.  This is Paul’s next point.  Circumcision and uncircumcision counts for nothing, the only thing that does is 
       keeping God’s commandments (1 Corinthians 7:17-20) 
  a. The context here is a bit different.  There is a present distress that was making life difficult for  
   these Christians.  It was probably a mixture between persecution and political unrest.  As a 
   result, Paul gives them instructions about marriage and some of His words are specific to this 
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   circumstance.   His point here is not get caught up in changing your position in life and who 
   you are in external matters.  During this difficult time changing ones status as circumcised or 
   single should not be there focus… They needed to keep their focus on obeying God!  
  b. At the end of the day the only thing that would really count for anything was their obedience to 
   God.  These external things would not affect their salvation, but obedience would.  They 
   were not to allow anything to distract them from making sure they were pleasing God!  
  c. It’s easy to become distracted by externals.  For us it may not be circumcision, but for a single  
   person it might be dating… or getting discouraged by being single.  It could also be a person 
   who is discontent with where they are financially.  It could be a person who is consumed by 
   their physical looks.  It could be a person who is defined by friendships, fame, and power. 
  d. So what happens?  We place more energy, time, and affection on things that don’t matter!  Less 
   attention gets placed on obeying God.  Jesus said, “What will it profit a man…?” (Matt 16:26) 
 3.  Isn’t this the point Jesus made as He was drawing the Sermon on the Mount to a close?  When all is said 
      and done, nothing matters if we aren’t doing the will of our Father in Heaven! (Matthew 7:21-23) 
  a. There are some clear facts about this situation:  Jesus is describing a group of people are not  
   granted entrance into Heaven on the Day of Judgment.  These people are also very religious.  
   They believe in Jesus, are active in their faith, seek to glorify Jesus, and they are sincere. 
  b. Their problem was one of lawlessness.  Lawlessness means “without law.”   Now certainly this 
   word can refer to many things.  Murder, homosexuality, adultery, etc are all lawlessness.   
   But there’s no reason to suspect anything like this in them.  These are very religious people.  
  c. Jesus specifies their activity and yet speaks of lawlessness, so it appears their lawlessness was in 
   acting outside of God’s will, acting outside of the authority of God’s word, in their religion.  
  d. The issue of authority is really an issue of obedience.  It boils down to seeking to do and say things 
   the way God directs.  When I don’t care about seeking authority for what I do and say  
   religiously, I don’t care about obeying God.  Acting outside the authority of God’s word in 
   anything is disobedience.  It’s doing something different than what God has revealed.  
  e. How important is the issue of obedience?  Here it cost some very sincere, passionate, and active 
   religious people their salvation.  In the end all of their religion had no meaning or power  
   because it was not coupled with full obedience.   
 4.  When we sincerely and diligently pursue obedience to God, it not only results in our salvation but gives us 
  a transforming assurance and confidence in that salvation.  One of the keys to knowing we are  
  saved… know God… and have eternal life is whether or not we are obeying Him.  People don’t want 
  to talk obedience, they say it’s legalistic, but w/o it our religion is vain! (I John 2:3-4; 3:24; 5:2-3) 
 
C.  If You Are A New Creation 
 1.  Once again we find Paul dealing with the obsession with circumcision.  This time he points that it’s not 
      circumcision that makes the difference, but a new creation (Galatians 6:15) 
  a. Paul was talking about how some people were boasting in being circumcised… He shows that its 
   not circumcision that should be the object of our boast, but the cross of Jesus Christ. 
  b. What about the cross causes us to boast?  The fact that through the cross the world has been  
   crucified to us and we have been crucified to the world.  The cross not only saved Paul but 
   forever changed Paul. He was made new by the cross. His response to it was what mattered! 
  c. Obviously the cross represents Jesus and His sacrifice for us.  Through Jesus’ death Paul was able to 
   change his relationship to the world and the world changed its relationship with Paul.  They 
   were forever done with each other. Paul wasn’t the same anymore…  He was made new 



  d. This is like the point Paul made in Romans… There are some who were not circumcised but who 
   had lived the circumcised life.  Paul says their uncircumcision will be counted as circumcision 
   because they are living it.  Separated from the world, obedient & dedicated (Rom. 2:25-29) 
 2.  Every single Christian is a creation of God, totally transformed by His power & will (2 Cor 5:17; Eph 2:8-10) 
  a. Every Christian should be God’s masterpiece.  God takes us, changes us, molds us, and then uses 
   us.  God doesn’t just make a few alterations to our lives, God makes us new!   
  b. As I am being made new by God, I must choose to be done with old.  We are to see what we were 
   as something that is dead.  It’s in the past.  We are completely through with it because that is 
   not what God is doing in our lives.  Being in Christ is a wonderful chance to start anew!  
  c. What is made new?  Our relationships with others, our relationships with God, our attitude toward 
   this world, the focus of our lives, relationship to sin, our position with the devil, our hope, etc 
  d. Notice how we are said to be GOD’S workmanship.  In Jesus I am not my own creation, I am God’s 
   creation.   I am not seeking to make myself a little better in Jesus, I am seeking to completely 
   turn my life over to God for His pleasure.  I go where He leads.  I become what pleases Him. 
  e. Here’s where sometimes our religion lacks meaning and power.  We are trying to be the master in 
   this relationship.  We turn over to God as much of our lives as we are comfortable with.  We 
   go as far as pleases us.  If we do this, we are not His creation, His workmanship, but our own!  
 3.  A new creation should look new.  Simple, right?  But when we look at the practical side of this we see that 
      being a new creation is much harder than it sounds.  Are we committed to it? (Colossians 3:1-4) 
  a. If we have been raised with Christ, everything changes.  Here Paul describes the change that  
   makes both to the focus of our hearts and the way we live.  A new creation has Christ as its 
   center.  Everything revolves around Him.  Jesus isn’t part of our life, He is our life!  
  b. If I am a new creation, then I will put certain things to death.  This means I choose to be dead to 
   those things.  I have nothing to do with them.  They have no room in my life because they are 
   completely inconsistent with what Jesus is doing in me (Colossians 3:5-10) 
  c. If I am a new creation, then there will be certain things I put on. This phrase is the idea of clothing 
   myself with them.  So they aren’t just feelings and emotions, but things others witness in me.  
   It’s about who I am and how I treat those around me.  These live in me (Colossians 3:12-17) 
  d. Being a new creature must permeate every aspect of my life.  Whether it’s my relationship with 
   my spouse, my children, or the people I work around.  My religion is a daily thing!  It is not 
   something that I am able to put on and take off.  It becomes who I am (vs. 18-25) 
  e. To be a new creation, all of us probably need to do some dying.  We also need to be doing some 
   dressing up.  To be a new creation we have to purposefully choose to make Christ all in all!  
 4.  If being a new creature gives meaning and power to our religion, we need to answer the question, “How 
       do I become a new creature?”   There is a time when the old becomes something new (Rom 6:1-4; 11-13) 
  a. Paul began the sketch of our new life in Colossians 3 saying, “If you have been raised with Christ…”  
    Being risen with Christ is where this newness starts.  Now we see that moment in detail  
  b. Baptism is that moment where a person is actually raised with Christ.  It is at a person’s baptism 
   that they are made to walk in “newness of life” – This is when we are made a new creation. 
  c. Certainly baptism is not the only thing involved.  Why emphasize it so much?  Because it is either 
   neglected or completely dismissed in its role in our salvation.  Is a person saved without  
   being made a new creation? Are we given new life before being buried & raised to walk in it?  
  d. At the moment of baptism a person begins resurrection living.  As you look at the context, the 
   resurrection Paul writes about is not a physical resurrection, but a spiritual one.   Everything 



   changes at this moment.  No longer dead in sin, we are dead to sin.  No longer dead to God, 
   we are alive to God in Christ Jesus.   Now we are righteous and belong to God. 
 5.   In one sense, becoming a new creation is a one time event in our lives.  We can point back and identify 
       the moment when we became a new creation.  However, there is another since in which the “renewing” 
       process is constantly taking place.  (Rom 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 4:16-18)  
  a. We are constantly being changed as His workmanship.  It’s kind of like sanctification.  All Christians 
   have been sanctified and all Christians are being sanctified.  
  b. Want your religion to have meaning and power?  Allow yourself to constantly be changed by God’s 
   word.  See your life as a daily transformation.  Focus on the end result which is Jesus Christ!  
 


