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Introduction: 

 A.  One of the biggest news stories in this country over the past few weeks has been the statements of the 

       President of Chick-Fil-A about homosexuality and how people have responded to it: 

  1.  All of this stuff surrounding Chick-Fil-A isn’t just about Chick-Fil-A or about its COO… It’s all part of 

   the battle in this nation over faith and freedom.  On one hand, the homosexual movement 

   has felt under attack and the object of intolerance, but these events have shown Christianity 

   and the freedom of faith of individuals under attack and the object of intolerance 

  2.  "We are very much supportive of the family — the biblical definition of the family unit. We are a 

   family-owned business, a family-led business, and we are married to our first wives. We give 

   God thanks for that. ... We want to do anything we possibly can to strengthen families. We 

   are very much committed to that," Cathy emphasized. "We intend to stay the course," he 

   said. "We know that it might not be popular with everyone, but thank the Lord, we live in a 

   country where we can share our values and operate on biblical principles.”  (www.brnow.org)  

 B.  There are some pretty important lessons that can be learned from what took place.  Lessons that will 

  encourage us, strengthen our resolve, and challenge us to be better Christians.   

 

LLLEEESSSSSSOOONNNSSS   FFFRRROOOMMM   RRREEESSSPPPOOONNNSSSEEESSS   TTTOOO   TTTHHHEEE   CCCHHHIIICCCKKK---FFFIIILLL---AAA    SSSTTTAAANNNDDD: 

A.  We should be encouraged that there are so many who still have a respect for God’s will:   

 1.  Over the past few years we have all likely been discouraged and frustrated by the direction of this country 

       as a whole.  It seems our country is getting more and more godless:  

  a. Think about some of the movements that have led to this:  The look out for #1 attitude, the  

   abandonment of authority in the 60’s & 70’s, the sexual freedom of the same era, the  

   women’s lib movement, the spread of humanistic ideology, and more.   

  b. Where once people claimed our country was “One Nation Under God” – Many seek to remove any 

   acknowledgement of God from the government, courts, classrooms, & even advertisement.  

  c. Divorce is rampant, same sex marriage is gaining acceptance, corruption permeates local & federal 

   government, morals are eroding fast, crime is rising, and abortion is more easily accessible.  

  d. So we worry about where our nation is headed and that’s without looking at the political side of 

   things!  Every time we read the paper, watch the news, or surf the web fear is reinforced 

 2.  But then something like the August 1, 2012 showing takes place and we see there are people who care 

       about doing right and are willing to stand up for what they believe! 

  a. August 1, 2012 may very well be remembered in history as “The Day Millions Of Chickens Died” 

   and that makes many of us very happy.  The turnout was incredible (Illustration:  Pictures) 

   b. Chick-Fil-A does not release its sales figures, but they have said that it was a record setting day in 

   their stores.   People patiently waited in long lines and even cheering when food ran out!  

  c. Perhaps some were there for the wrong reason or some had the wrong feelings in their heart  

   toward others, but as a general rule this was about people standing up for what they believe 

   is right and standing up in support of another person they saw taking a stand.   

  d. In a day when so many don’t want to be inconvenienced or step on toes, this was refreshing!  
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 3.  All of this reminds me of God’s statement to Elijah when Elijah got discouraged after his battle at Mt  

      Carmel with the Ahab and the prophets of Baal (I Kings 18:20-21, 39; 19:1-2, 10) 

  a. Elijah had been on a roller coaster ride:  He arranges this show down.  When he first gives the  

   people of Israel a chance to choose sides… God or Baal, they refuse to answer him.  Then 

   when the show down ends, they eagerly stand with Elijah and God.   Then Elijah finds himself 

   the object of a head hunt by Jezebel, the king’s wife.  Where we the people now?   

  b. Elijah is depressed and feels alone spiritually.  He has focused on the wickedness and ungodliness 

   that he saw so much that he lost focus.  The bad was all that he could see.   

  c. God reminds Elijah that there will be 7,000 others who will stand with him against the idolatry.  It 

   seems God sees what will happen in the near future.  But the point is this day was coming!  

  d. This information was part of what God used to edify and encourage Elijah to get up and keep  

   fighting for what was right.   The knowledge that he wasn’t so alone was strengthening! 

 4.  Our society often leaves us discouraged and depressed, but the events of August 1, 2012 showed us that 

       there are many out there who care about what is right and good & that’s encouraging! (Acts 18:9-11) 

  a. We need to be careful about our focus.  The immoral and ungodly are often louder and more easily 

   grab our attention.  This makes us think that’s how most people are.  That will get you down! 

  b. Many of these were there because of their interest in spiritual things.  A mass number of knees 

   that hadn’t bowed to our liberal culture.  How many people might God have in this city?  

 

B.  Making a judgment or speaking words of condemnation against sin and immorality doesn’t make one an  

      intolerant person or guilty of hate speech:   

 1.  One of the common responses by people sympathetic to the homosexual movement was that Mr. Cathy’s 

       statement and the response of those who profess Christianity was against the nature of Christianity.  

  a. In other words, some people said that it’s not very Christ-like to judge and condemn others.   

  b. Quote:  

  c. “Don’t judge me” becomes a trump card – It somehow releases anyone from criticism or blame  

 2.  First of all, people who say this don’t understand Jesus.  Jesus did judge people, Jesus did condemn, and 

       Jesus did draw hard lines regarding morality and truth (John 5:14; John 8:11; Matthew 23) 

  a. Jesus was forgiving, gracious, and merciful.  Jesus was, as accused by His enemies, a friend of  

   sinners.  Yet, Jesus still called sin sin and commanded repentance saying, “Go & sin no more”  

  b. Jesus even spoke harshly with strong words of judgment and condemnation for those who acted 

   hypocritically and insincerely.  He even called them names.  He called some children of Hell!  

  c. Sadly, people recreate Jesus according to what they want Him to be instead of seeing who He  

   really was.  Jesus encouraged the weak, but not to the sacrifice of truth and morality!  

  d. Some have said they follow Jesus and Jesus never once condemned homosexuality.  But Jesus did 

   condemn it when He appealed to God’s law at creation of marriage being between a man 

   and a woman.  His apostles, who spoke what Jesus commanded them, also condemned it.  

 3.  One passage that has been repeated by those protesting what has gone on is Jesus’ condemnation of    

       judging.  People falsely assume, based on this, that we are never to judge anyone (Matthew 7:1-5) 

  a. While Jesus does say not to judge, He continues on to clarify what He means.  If Jesus stopped 

   there, we’d be right to assume we aren’t to ever judge anyone, but He doesn’t stop there.  

  b. Notice how Jesus says we are to get the beam out of our eye and then go to our brother – So He 

   tells us we are to make judgments, but we aren’t to do it with hypocrisy.  Elsewhere Jesus 

   tells us to make judgments concerning others and their teachings (John 7:24; Matt 7:15-20) 



  c. Some look to this passage for false assurance – They think that if they never judge anyone that God 

   won’t judge them.  Again, the point is not “all judgment” but hypocritical judgment (Jas 2:13) 

  d. You cannot obey the scriptures without making judgments and speak condemning words.  In fact, 

   the very nature of teaching the gospel means that we go to people we see as being lost and 

   show them their need to turn to Jesus – condemnation & judgment! 

 4.  There is an assumption in our culture that it is a negative thing to be an intolerant person.  But is being 

       intolerant really wrong?  (hate passages… Romans 1:32) 

  a. Intolerant means, “unable, unwilling to endure” – It has come to be applied to those who don’t 

   not want to grant equal freedom to those of differing views or those who are impatient with 

   the opinions and views of those who differ with us (Merriam-Websters; Websters) 

  b. If intolerance means we are being ugly and hateful to others, of course it’s a bad thing.   But if by 

   intolerance we mean that we don’t put up with something, that we condemn something, 

   that we refuse to be accepting of something… Than is intolerance really that bad?  

  c. Remember the Penn State scandal?  How did America respond to sexual abuse of the boys? People 

   were mad, people were disgusted, and people took stands against what happened.  Liberals 

   and conservatives were in an uproar.  Sounds like a lot of intolerance doesn’t it?   So really 

   the issue is not about being intolerant but what we are comfortable being intolerant about. 

  d. As Christians, we have to be “intolerant” of sin and error.  We cannot tolerate it in our own lives 

   and cannot tolerate it in the lives of others.  We love what’s right so we hate what’s wrong! 

  e. We are to be patient and understanding with others, but not to the point of approval of wrong!   

 

C.  Taking a stand for your faith and convictions does make a difference:   

 1. Remember all of these responses (both favorably and in protest) started with a simple statement in an 

     interview made by this company’s president, Dan Cathy: 

  a. Some have accused him of creating a publicity stunt.  Others have said he was just trying to  

   generate more business.  Some have cried “fowl” with some political conspiracy theories.  

  b. I don’t believe Cathy ever imagined the outpouring of support he received on August 1.  He was 

   simply responding to a question he knew would be controversial with unwavering conviction.  

  c. He could have faced great opposition.  He could have lost customers.  He could have been the  

   object of threats and worse.  And initially, it seemed like things were going down that road. 

  d. Opposition Quote:   

  e. I know nothing of this man’s relationship with God… but I appreciate his willingness to stand and 

   he quickly found out that he wasn’t alone.  That many people were willing to stand with him. 

 2.  God’s people are a people who are willing to stand up for what they believe in, even if they have to stand 

       alone or face consequences for it.  Like Daniel, Hannaniah, Mishael, Azariah (Dan 1:28; 3:16-18; 6:10) 

 3.  There is so much that goes on when God’s people refuse to compromise their faith and take a stand for 

       what is right and true.  We impact more situations and people than we can imagine! (Phil 1:27-28) 

  a. First of all… Our own faith is strengthened.  It makes the next time we have to stand much easier.  

  b. We pave the way for others to stand.  Not standing gives strength to those who oppose faith the 

   next time a situation arises.  By standing, a victory has already been won and the road has 

   been paved for the next person. Expectations & preparedness for a stand are already in place 

  c. The advances of Satan are pushed back – When what is right is opposed, that is the side of the 

   devil pushing forward more darkness.  When we stand that darkness must retreat a little.  

  d. Others are taught – There have been tons of discussions on Facebook and in the news ever since 

   this event.  Many scriptures have been read as a result.  So God’s word is getting out there! 



 4.  This event is a sober reminder that the day may come when Christians in this country have to take a stand 

      for their faith that may cost them.  Are we willing to sacrifice for our faith?  (Rev. 12:11; I Peter 3:13-15) 

  a. Cathy could have cost his company dearly.  He could have faced such an uproar that the company 

   would decide it’s best to let him go.  He could have suffered persecution.  So far, everything 

   looks favorable for him; however, there may still be consequences coming.   

  b. What if standing up for what we believe in costs us grades in school?  Our friends?  Our jobs?   

   Relationships with people we love?  Our wealth?  Opposition from government?  Our lives? 

  c. The only way we will stand will be if our faith is a deep rooted personal faith, that our faith matters 

   more to us than anything else, and we have already counted the cost and died to this world.   

 

D.  We need to be careful about how we take stands and the things we say:   

 1.  While this event was a great opportunity for the light of the gospel to shine, it was also an opportunity for 

       the cause of Christ to be blasphemed and for people to be turned away:  

  a. If those who professed to be Christians and those who stood with them spoke and acted with  

   bitterness, hatred, and animosity… it could have been a destructive day.  If they had not  

   conducted themselves with gracefulness, all Christians would have come under criticism  

  b. Thankfully, the bulk of those who participated and spoke did so with calmness and grace.  One 

   lady a Chick-Fil-A told me it was the only day they never heard anyone complain!   

  c. Having said this, there were some comments and attitudes, especially on Facebook, that reflected 

   a bit too much of an excitement over condemning the sinful lifestyles of others.  When this 

   happened, it gave the opposition an opportunity to speak against everyone involved.  

  d. It’s unfair to judge an entire group or a movement on the actions of a few… but it happens 

 2.  While standing for truth and against sin necessarily is condemning to those who practice and believe it, 

  this is not a source of joy and excitement for the Christian (Romans 9:1-3) 

 3.  Yes, we need to speak the truth with boldness and conviction, but this doesn’t mean we should speak it 

  without tactfulness and love.  You can present truth the wrong way (Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 4:15) 

 4.  


