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Introduction: (Scripture Reading: Romans 6:3-11)
A. Here’s an easy quiz for you: Do you believe in Heaven? Do you believe in Hell? Do you believe in God?
1. If you look at the statistics for this country it is interesting that many people claim to believe in God.
Many people claim to believe in Heaven. Fewer believe in Hell, but many still do. If you survey the
same group you will find that only a small percentage actually live like they believe those things.
2. Illustration: I was talking one day to someone about spiritual things. This person was not a Christian. I
asked them if they believed in Hell and they said “YES” – I then said, “No you don’t!” If you really
believed in Hell you would do anything to avoid it! (Same conversation with straying Christian)
3. This problem is one of unbelieving belief. Where you have people who mentally assent that something is
true or it exists, however it has no practical impact on their life. It’s the kind of faith James would
describe as a “dead faith” – It’s the same kind of belief you see in demons who believe and tremble
B. What about the resurrection of Jesus? Do you believe that on the third day after His crucifixion that the stone
was rolled away and Jesus walked out of that tomb? Do you believe He lives today?
1. Today, all across the world many people are gathering to remember the resurrection of Jesus. I am glad
that for at least a weekend there are this many people paying attention to it. But what happens
Monday? Many go back to their normal lives only to think about it again the next year.
2. It’s ironic... The day Jesus arose from the dead the excitement and hype was just beginning, but for many
people it marks the end of celebration. What if the fervor started with an awareness of Jesus'
resurrection then continued from that point on? What if we celebrated and lived in light of it daily?
3. This isn’t just about others though, is it? It is possible for us believe in the resurrection, but to live in
unbelief… or at least live without realizing the full impact the empty tomb should have on our life
4. In the NT, the resurrection is core to the gospel message. People didn’t just tell others Jesus died for
them, they also told others Jesus was raised for them. People weren’t just taught how the cross
changes things, they were also told how the empty tomb changes things. It was at the core of their
daily faith and it must be at the core of our daily faith too (Acts 2:32; 4:2, 33; 13:29-38)

RREESSUURRRREECCTTIIOONN FFAAIITTHH -- BBEELLIIEEVVIINNGG U
UNNBBEELLIIEEFF
A. We live in unbelief when we do not possess a dynamic faith:
1. Paul paints a picture of what life would be like if there was no resurrection, particularly the resurrection of
Jesus. Without Jesus’ resurrection, our faith would be pointless (1 Cor. 15:14, 16-18)
a. What use is it to go about preaching the gospel and even serving God if there was no resurrection?
Without Jesus’ resurrection, we would have nothing to look forward to… This life is it!
b. All of the service, all of the preaching, all of the sacrifices, all of the self denial, all of the prayer, all
of the study, all of the giving, all of the worship… VAIN! With no resurrection Jesus was a
fraud, God is a liar, God is powerless to save us, there’s no hope of Heaven, & so much more!
c. Is the resurrection of Jesus a daily motivation in your life? When we go about doing what is right
and good and wonder, “What difference does this make?” we aren’t really aware and
appreciative of the resurrection. The empty tomb of Jesus makes it matter! It validates it all!
2. When understood and trusted, the resurrection of Jesus produces a living hope in people (I Peter 1:3, 21)
a. Is your hope LIVING? Some of the ideas in this word… “living, acting, breathing, having vital power
in itself, in full vigor, breathing, acting” – Our hope is to be FUNCTIONAL & FORCEFUL!

b. Think about the apostles and other disciples at the death of Jesus – Their hope had died at the
cross. They were despondent. They are still together, but lost for what to do. When Jesus
appears to them, it is like their hope suddenly comes alive. (See Quote At Bottom)
c. A living hope gives us a positive attitude through terrible physical sickness, pain, and death… It is a
living hope that keeps us committed to doing right when we are suffering for it… It is a living
hope that keeps us going when discouragement would otherwise drag us down… It is a living
hope that causes us to speak up and speak out to others about Jesus and His gospel even
though we know so many in the world want no part of it. A living hope is POWERFUL!
d. The resurrection of Jesus instills LIFE in our HOPE…
e. If there is no pulse to our hope, or if the pulse of our hope is growing faint, then we really don’t
BELIEVE in the resurrection. We may say it happened, we may sing about it happening, but
we don’t act like it happened. It’s not transforming, driving, and encouraging us
3. Sometimes the reason why our trust in God is weak is because we don’t really appreciate or live with the
awareness of the resurrection (Ephesians 1:19-21; Romans 4:20-25)
a. DEATH is one of the most powerful forces we know! Gravity is strong, but we can power through
it. Electricity is strong, but we can harness it. But death, what can we do with death? How
can we, by our own power, conquer it? It is certain and final… BUT GOD raised Jesus!
b. Our faith resides in Jehovah… The God who gives life to the dead and calls things into existence
that do not exist. Our faith resides in the One who has the power to resurrect.
c. Remember Abraham and his sacrifice of Isaac. He didn’t have all the details revealed and he
certainly didn’t know how it would play out. But he knew God! He knew God’s power and
He knew God’s faithfulness, so he proceeded unwaveringly ahead in faith. Abraham was
sure, with no resurrection before him, that if it came down to it God could resurrect Isaac!
d. The resurrection of Jesus stands as the ultimate testimony in the reliability of God. It shows us
beyond any shadow of doubt that God keeps His word and that God is faithful!
e. Sometimes we struggle though. We have God’s promises but we doubt. We seek to carve out our
own path. Whether it is our daily provisions, answers to prayer, God’s instructions, or an
escape from temptation… we doubt. When we do this, how real is the resurrection to us?
4. It is our confidence in God’s power that results from the resurrection of Jesus that gives us faith in our
salvation from Him in baptism (Colossians 2:12; I Peter 3:21)
a. I have had many conversations with people who will eventually say, “I don’t see how getting
dunked in water saves us… There’s no power in the water!” They are right, there is no
power in water, but there is power in His resurrection. The resurrection makes it matter!
b. Paul uses circumcision as an illustration of baptism. In circumcision, men were doing the “cutting
away” but in baptism it is God doing the “cutting away.” Today people reject baptism as
being essential because it’s a work… It is a work, but it is God’s work!
c. Not only is it God’s work, but it’s a matter of incredible faith. We have to see what you cannot see.
We have trust that God is removing our sin. That being immersed has anything to do with it!
d. How powerful is the force God uses to forgive our sins? It’s the same power used to raise Jesus
from the dead! How much power did God show in the resurrection by conquering death?
e. Don’t we sometimes struggle with guilt and despair over sins in our past? Sometimes we even ask,
“How can I be forgiven?” We need to understand that type of thinking really shows a lack of
faith in the resurrection of Jesus! Yes, we say God raised Jesus, but do we really BELIEVE it?
B. We live in unbelief when we allow sin to be continually present in our life:
1. Part of what should be taking place at baptism is a resurrection from being dead to sin where our
relationship to sin changes. All of this is connected to the resurrection of Jesus (Romans 6:4-11)

a. Here Paul describes our part of the process of salvation as a death, burial, and resurrection. We
repent and thus die to sin, we are buried then in baptism with Christ, and then we are raised
with Christ to walk in newness alive. Go from being dead in sin to being alive to God in Jesus
b. At this point our relationship to sin changes in our attitude and our state – In our attitude we say
we die to sin… We think of all the sins we commit and we say, “I’m dead to that…” – In our
state we become alive to God… Our spiritual state becomes resurrected to a life of fellowship
c. When we think of being united with Christ in His resurrection, we often think of being raised from
the dead physically… But that’s not Paul’s main point here. Paul is talking about a spiritual
resurrection… a change in our state and attitude. How many times did Jesus die to sin?
ONCE! He did it once and He was done with it. That must be our attitude toward sin!
d. When we keep sin around in our life, we are not living in the likeness of His resurrection. Our
struggle with sin is handicapped by a lack of appreciation of what Jesus accomplished and
what it meant for us. When we become “alive to sin” we become dead to God… It is as if the
tomb was never emptied. We say He was raised, but we live in unbelief!
2. The resurrection of Jesus reminds us of why Jesus was willing to endure all of this… He did it for our sake
so we could be a new creation, created in Him (2 Corinthians 5:14-17)
a. Illustration: Think about all the people who have fought and died for our physical freedom in this
country. As a country we celebrate them. Imagine now if these celebrations continued, but
we freely gave up that freedom? That would show we didn’t really appreciate what they did!
b. Paul says the love of Christ controls us – The idea here is “not urging or driving, but shutting up to
one line and purpose, as in a narrow, walled road” (VWS). It’s like the love of Christ governs
us… All around us we see His love and His love directs our lives in the right direction.
c. A heart consumed by love for the death and resurrection of Jesus will manifest itself by pursuing
the purpose for which Jesus died and arose. Jesus didn’t just die to forgive me, He died to
make me new. To take my heart and my life and transform it into something truly glorious.
d. Sin destroys this. He died to free us from the bondage of us. Sin corrupts us keeping us from
fulfilling the very purpose for which Jesus died and was raised. Sin fights the resurrection!
e. So when we allow sin to abide in our lives we are nullifying the impact of the resurrection in our
life. We may say we believe in it, but we deny its power and ultimate show unbelief.
3. There is a certain kind of fruit that is produced when a person has an appreciation and awareness of the
empty tomb. There is a fruit consistent with the resurrection. This fruit would consist of pursuing
the kind of life that is prepared for our own resurrection. It’s about becoming like Christ! When we
allow the presence of sin to continue in our life, we are denying the resurrection in our life (Rom 7:4)
C. We live in unbelief when do not possess a persevering purpose in life:
1. Remember our spiritual resurrection in unity with Christ? It not only changes our relationship to sin, but it
is also supposed to change the purpose with which we live (Colossians 3:1)
a. Notice Paul says, “If you have been raised with Christ…” – A person who doesn’t live the way he
describes here may have been baptized, but he is living as though he was never resurrected!
b. A person who has been raised “with Christ” lives a resurrected focus… He pursues things that
belong to Heaven. His drives and ambitions are spiritually motivated. Jesus is the consuming
force in his life. This gives him the ability to live in the world and not be of the world
c. Jesus was raised from the dead, His presence isn’t behind the wall of a cold tomb, He is seated at
the right hand of the throne of God. He is reigning in Heaven. People who live with an
awareness of His resurrection keep their eyes on Heaven because that’s where Jesus is!

d. We believe that Jesus arose from the dead, but where is our heart? What is our life based on?
What defines us? What consumes our thoughts? Worldliness and a half hearted devotion to
Christ truly demonstrates a weakness in our awareness of the resurrection of Jesus!
2. As Paul discusses the impact of our sad reality if there were no resurrection of Jesus, he speaks of the
pitiful mantra we would be left with (1 Corinthians 15:32)
a. There are many who live as though this life was all there was. In moments of pleasure and
excitement, it seems they live the supreme life. What about in difficult moments? What
about when life ends? There are moments of high, but it ends with the ultimate let down.
b. Many live by the motto, “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow you die.” – Basically, there’s no
point to this madness, so you might as well do what you want to do and pursue your own
happiness because eventually you’ll be dead and its game over. – “If it makes you happy…”
c. If Jesus was never raised from the dead this purpose actually makes sense! There would be
nothing to gain in self sacrifice and serving God. You might as well live for yourself!
d. But Jesus was raised from the dead and so there is a great purpose for us. One day we too will be
raised from the dead. So life is more than a few moments of self satisfying pleasure!
e. However, sometimes we get too caught up by this life. We begin place too much of an emphasis
on physical things… entertainment, recreation, wealth, relationships, etc. Perhaps we
become self absorbed and put what we want ahead of others or God’s will for our life. We
forget our own resurrection as well as Jesus’ resurrection! This is practical unbelief.
3. One reason why we get distracted, become weak, and become fruitless is that we fail to make our lives a
reflection of Jesus’ resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus guarantees that we will one day be raised
as well. We have something to live for… Something to pour our heart & soul into (I Cor. 15:58-59)
From “The Empty Tomb” - Supposedly the letters (imaginary ones) of Caiaphas, the high priest, to Annas, his fatherin-law, describing his reaction to the resurrection of Jesus. This is an imaginary account, but it captures something of
the surprise that the high priest must have felt as he observed the behavior of these early Christians: “How they
could one day plan and carry through a gigantic hoax, and the next day be themselves taken in by it, is another thing
that utterly defeats my understanding. But that is what happened, and it changed them almost out of recognition.
You could practically see them becoming new men before your eyes. Instead of the frightened, dispirited, weak
creatures they were on the day of their leader's crucifixion, they were all at once transformed men of boldness,
confidence and strength. Instead of being in terror of us as they had been, they did not seem to care a rap for any
threat we made or even for any action we took. They openly paraded their false doctrine in the very streets of the
city and deliberately flouted our every effort to silence them. And still the perplexities continue to pile up.”

